
. 
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 It is that time of year again when we start to look at Year 9 
options. Next week we have Year 9 Parents Evening with Options 
information also being presented by myself and Mr Burrows. It is 
absolutely vital parents attend this event as the form for your child 
to fill out will be given out on the evening and many courses we 
anticipate will be oversubscribed due to their popularity. The 
event will be running 4-8pm with presentations on the hour, every 
hour so please take the opportunity to not only talk to your child’s 
teachers, but look at what is on offer for them at KS4 and talk to 
other staff available for subjects that may be new to your child 
that they would like to investigate further. 



 

LITERACY CHALLENGE
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Book of the Week :  Maus

COLLEAGUE OF THE WEEK 

Mr Humphreys for being a supportive HOF, 
particularly this week and for being a supportive 

coach. 

If you have not yet tried any graphic novels, or even if you have, 
this week’s book of the week is guaranteed to surprise you. It is 
Maus, the dark and often shocking account by Art Spiegelman of 
his jewish family’s terrible experiences during the Second World 
War and its effect on subsequent generations.

A brutally moving work of art -- widely hailed as the greatest 
graphic novel ever written -- MAUS recounts the chilling 
experiences of the author's father during the Holocaust, with Jews 
drawn as wide-eyed mice and Nazis as menacing cats.

Maus is a haunting tale within a tale, weaving the author's account 
of his tortured relationship with his aging father into an astonishing 
retelling of one of history's most unspeakable tragedies. It is an 
unforgettable story of survival and a disarming look at the legacy 
of trauma.

'The first masterpiece in comic book history' The New Yorker

'The most affecting and successful narrative ever done about the 
Holocaust' Wall Street Journal

Literacy Riddle
I tell the story but I’m not you,

I share events from a chosen view,
First or third person might be true,
The reader depends on what I do,

What am I?



A pupil that defines what it means to follow the Dean Trust Way. An absolute delight 
around school, always using impeccable manners, and a very conscientious and mature 
pupil. You are a pleasure to have in Year 7. Well done and keep up the amazing work.

HEAD OF YEAR AWARDS 

YEAR 7 - Sophie M

For 100% attendance this academic year and making good progress in all her subjects 
especially reading plus and literacy. Well done Nga, for displaying the Dean Trust 
Values in a positive way. 
                                                                      
                                                                               Mrs Rennox, Head of Year 8

   
Glory has been a absolute superstar in Science. She works hard, listens and is getting 
things right. She wants to do well and has an amazing attitude. Keep it up!
                                                                                         

           Mr Shepherd, Head of Year 9

Such a polite and lovely young man.  Morgan works hard every single day and is 
tremendously respectful to all he meets.  Morgan is a great representative of this terms 
DTRB Value of Discipline.  Keep it up Morgan.

 Miss Green,  Head of Year 10

@DEANTRUSTROSE TWITTER

YEAR 8 - Nga Ch Ma

YEAR 9  - Glory O

YEAR 10 -  Morgan B
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You have been an absolute superstar this week during exams. Such a positive and 
committed attitude. Well done                             

                                                                                 

           Miss Lane, Head of Year 11

YEAR 11  - Gabrielle L

 
 Mr Barber, Head of Year 7 



WEEKLY REWARDS 

At the end of every week we have a live prize draw to celebrate the achievements 
of our pupils that week.

Pupils are rewarded for their achievements in the following two areas:

● 100% attendance that week
● Receiving the most reward points that week for excellent attitude to learning

Please ensure your child is eligible for the weekly prize draw by encouraging 
100% attendance to school and a positive attitude to learning. 

This Week’s Winners! 🏆 



Faculty of the week: English

YEAR 7

Year 7 Beowulf: In this unit, Year 7 pupils explore the beginnings of English literature through the epic 
poem Beowulf. They learn how stories act as a ‘living conversation’ by comparing modern translations and 
looking at how the English language has changed over time. Pupils build on their knowledge of heroes and 
monsters, using the ‘Overcoming the Monster’ structure to understand how epic plots are built. Building on 
their work from Unit One, pupils progress from writing simple thesis statements to developing 
multi-paragraph arguments with embedded evidence. They also grow as creative writers, mastering new 
sentence types and advanced punctuation to tell stories from different perspectives, making deliberate 
choices about imagery and character.

YEAR 8

Year 8 Sonnets: In this unit, Year 8 pupils build their knowledge of the sonnet as a literary form, 
exploring its origins, development, and changing themes from early love poetry to modern concerns such 
as race, feminism, and protest. They develop close reading skills by analysing how poets use language, 
structure, and form to create meaning, with a particular focus on the precision demanded by the sonnet. 
Pupils strengthen their analytical writing, concentrating on analytical sentences before progressing to 
evaluative and comparative writing, while becoming increasingly independent in paragraph construction. 
The unit also develops creative writing skills, as pupils experiment with the sonnet form themselves.



Faculty of the week: English

YEAR 9

Year 9 Noughts and Crosses: In this unit, our Year 9 pupils will examine relationships through 
studying the contemporary play Noughts and Crosses. Through developing an alternative reality, this play 
highlights the destructive nature of injustice and discrimination across society. Pupils will analyse dramatic 
methods, alongside evaluating the theme of social injustice to build an increased political awareness. 
Additionally, pupils will learn to critically evaluate writers’ ideas and methods, examining more mature 
themes such as violence and persecution.

Assessment in English

Over the course of last year, the 
English department have spent 
considerable time developing the 
impact of our pupil feedback, 
especially in response to their 
assessments. Pupils are 
provided with individually tailored 
activities that work towards 
improving the quality of their 
responses. Once redrafting their 
responses, pupils actively explain 
the specific additions or 
adaptations that they have made 
to their responses, ensuring that 
they can articulate how they have 
repaired any misconceptions. 
The English team have been 
blown away by the improvements 
made by the pupils across the 
year groups.



Faculty of the week: English

Year 10

Year 11

English Literature: Our Year 11 pupils have just concluded their study of ‘Power and Conflict Poetry’, 
where they have engaged in detailed explorations of both power and conflict, spanning across a range of 
historical and contemporary contexts. Year 11 are now preparing for their mock exam on ‘Macbeth’ and ‘A 
Christmas Carol’. 
English Language: Pupils have just completed their study of narrative writing, preparing for Section B on 
Language Paper 1. In addition, pupils have revisited Language Paper 2, both analysing and writing 
non-fiction texts. This week, Year 11 have completed their English Language mock exams for both papers.

English Literature: Our Year 10 pupils have now progressed onto their study of Charles Dickens’ ‘A 
Christmas Carol’. Here they will explores Dickens’ life and the Victorian period, as well as developing their 
analysis of the plot, characters and themes presented throughout the novella. 
English Language: Year 10 have now started enhancing their descriptive writing skills. In this new unit, 
pupils will develop their ability to create detailed descriptions, utilising figurative language, sophisticated 
vocabulary and structural methods to from inventive, yet clear, pieces of creative writing.



Faculty of the week: English

Poet Visit

Library News!

Poet Amina Atiq visited school last half 
term to deliver a performance and a 
short workshop for the whole of Year 8. 

The pupils thoroughly enjoyed the 
session and a number of pupils 
expressed interest in applying for the 
Young Poet Laureate programme with 
the National Literacy Trust.

Another order of new books has arrived in the Library, including 
some long awaited titles!

We have expanded our popular ‘Manga’ section, with the addition 
of ‘V for Vendetta’, Blue Lock (1) and some more titles in the 
‘Apothecary’s Diaries’ series. I think most people have now got to 
grips with the fact that Manga books have to be read from back to 
front. (I don’t know why either!)

I’m pleased that we have been able to purchase some classic 
fiction. These are aimed at those pupils who are already avid 
readers, of whom we have a significant and growing number. They 
are now ready to get their teeth into something more challenging 
and I am keen to know what they make of titles like ‘Rebecca’ 
where a young bride finds that her husband is keeping a dark 
secret about what happened to his first wife, or ‘Little Women’, the 
tale of four young girls growing up into independent women in the 
US during the Civil War. We have ‘North and South’, set in the 
grimy factories of Manchester during the Industrial Revolution and 
‘1984’, predicting a dark, dystopian future.

We have new series: the six book ‘Hostage’ series, 12 volumes of 
‘Dork Diaries’ the new and popular ‘Red Queen’ series and the 3 
volumes of ‘Renegades’ giving a new twist on the superhero 
theme.

There’s something for everybody, and if your favourite is still not on 
the shelves, make sure you put a request in before the next order 
goes in!



Faculty of the week: English

Extracurricular in English: What’s On?

Newspaper Club:

Interested in creating a school 
newspaper?

The DTRB Times - A school newspaper 
for pupils, by the pupils!

We need: writers, editors and designers to 
join Editor-in-Chief, Miss McHugh and her 
team of journalists. 

Tuesday lunchtime in En3.

The DTRB Times
The School Newspaper Club 

Opens!
Read all about what’s happening in 
and around school, topical issues 

and much more.

Star Writers Club:

Love writing stories, poems and plays?

Join Star Writers! The club where your imagination takes the lead!

● Open to all KS3 pupils - no experience necessary.
● Each week, you will explore your creativity, entering 

competitions, developing your writing abilities and meeting 
new people.

Join Miss Higham in En6 every Wednesday lunchtime.

Debate Club:

Do you love to share your opinions? Are you a 
confident speaker or want to learn how to 
become one? If so, then join the DTRB Debaters!

We are a club for anyone interested in the art of 
persuasion and public speaking. Whether you are 
a seasoned orator or just starting out, our club 
provides a supportive and engaging environment 
to hone your skills, build confidence, and engage 
in lively, respectful debates. Come and find your 
voice with us!

Join Miss Doran in En2 every Monday 
lunchtime!
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Attendance 

Friday rewards: 

All pupils with a 100% 
attendance and top 

positive points will be 
entered into the weekly 

prize draw.

🌟 Year 7 Pupil Voice Spotlight

This week, our Year 7 pupils took part in Pupil Voice, sharing their 
thoughts and experiences about school life. Below are some of the 
comments they contributed.

I’ve really enjoyed my history lessons and 
learning about the Magna Carta 

Oakley - Year 7

I really like using Sparx for my maths 
homework. 

Amelia - Year 7

My teachers are really supportive and i can 
always go and speak to them

Skye- Year 7

I like the wide variety of clubs that we 
can go and take part in. 

Tia - Year 7 



Attendance matters

Please can we remind all parents that reply slips giving consent for children to 
attend the trips should be brought into school as soon as possible and final 
payments made.

Please can parents be aware that medical appointments should, wherever physically possible, 
not take place during school hours. They should be arranged for before or after school. The 

attendance office should be notified via phone when this is not possible. 

It is also essential that parents of absent pupils should call school to notify us of reasons 
before 9am. After this time, communications regarding absence will primarily go home via 

email. Parents who have downloaded the MCAS app, will also get a notification there. If you 
think you need to update your details to accommodate this, please get in touch.

As always, excellent attendance at school is the only sure-fire way to guarantee excellent 
success for our pupils.

A huge thank you and well done to all students with 100% attendance this week. 

Top Attending forms this week
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11STC -100%

8NIA 
-99.5%%

9JOP -98.5%



What’s on the menu next week?

Follow us on social media

Stay Connected with Dean 
Trust Rose Bridge!

Want to keep up with the 
latest news and events? 

Scan the QR code to visit our 
Instagram page, or follow us 

on Facebook: 
@deantrustrosebridge



Attendance & Behaviour Rewards
Every Friday we host a school wide 'Spin the Wheel' draw for all students that have 100% attendance for 

that week.
With special thanks to our close partnership with Amazon, our school shop is packed more than ever with 

goodies, and we have the thrilling opportunity to offer some amazing prizes to our students.  

In addition to this students are also able to spend their positive behaviour points on these products at the 
end of every term.

   Here are just a few examples of the stock we currently have in our school shop:

  

Attendance Matters

We have fantastic 
self care products 

from Olaplex to 
Nivea

Haircare and beauty 
products from Lynx to 

Loreal, beauty accessories 
such as make up, hair 
accessories/products

Stationary including 
notepads and sketching 
tools, plus a selection of 

craft items such as 
diamond art and bead 

work

Mobile phone and 
ipad cases, plus 

electrical 
accessories such 
as speakers and 

headphones

An array of sporting 
equipment including 
brand name football 

shoes and accessories

Family fun games and 
versatile toys such as 

Lego & Laser pegs and 
a wide range of books 
from varying genres

Everyday items 
such as   water 

bottles and insulated 
tumblers

Plus many more silly 
and sensory items 

such as slime, bubble 
blowers and crazy 

headwear

In addition to our weekly draw, at the end of every term we host a two week attendance drive to offer 
additional, extra special prizes to all students that are in the last two weeks and the full term.

For our Christmas attendance challenge this year, there is another bicycle up for grabs, as well as lots 
of amazing hampers such as: 

Netflix hamper with Netflix Voucher, popcorn and cozy blanket.  Artistry hamper with sketch pads, 
pens & pencils.  Mobile phone hamper with accessories including USB wires and charger.  

Camping hamper including sleeping bag and accessories,  Football Hamper including shin pads and 
other accessories, plus many more amazing prizes!



Some subjects set homework using Google Classroom, teachers also use Google Classroom to 
upload their lesson resources. . To log into Google Classroom. 

Go to www.google.com 

Press the “sign in” button in the top right hand corner.
Enter in your school email address

Year 7 and 8 - schoolusername@TDT.school
Years 9,10 and 11 - schoolusername@thedeantrustmoodle.org

You will need to enter your password you have set in school. 

You can then press the 9 little dots once you have
signed in and press Google Classroom.

Once logged in you will be able to see all your classes and then
access any classwork and homework. 

For any questions regarding homework please contact Mr Burrows (Assistant Headteacher)

Homework and Planners 
Following on from the letter that has been sent home 
this week, all homework will be set in class and pupils 
will record this in their planner. 

Homework could consist of:
● Online quizzes
● Retrieval questions
● Worksheets
● Online worksheets
● Careers research activities 

Any paper based homework will be on yellow paper to 
stand out.

Homework is an essential part of your child's learning 
journey as this allows them to consolidate the learning 
they undertake in school and it has been proven that 
pupils who engage in regular homework make a 
further 5 months’ worth of academic progress 
compared to those who don’t. 

As a school we ask as parents and carers you check 
and sign your child's planner weekly to support their 
homework completion. Form tutors will also check 
planners on a weekly basis as part of our form time 
programme. 

@DEANTRUSTROSE      @dtrosebridge

http://www.google.com
mailto:schoolusername@TDT.school
mailto:schooludername@thedeantrustmoodle.org


Attendance Matters

All pupils should strive to achieve 100% attendance every year but 
we understand that on occasions a child can become ill.  Nationally if 
a child is ill it typically equates to a few days off school during the 
academic year.  If your child takes more time off than the norm it will 
affect their progress academically and they will miss out on key 
opportunities to develop them pastorally.  Pupils that achieve well 
and succeed in school have good attendance. There is a direct 
correlation.  If your child's attendance is above 95% it is good, 
anything below that is a concern. The table below will help you to 
understand attendance percentages and how that correlates to the 
number of days off in a school year. Please make sure your child 
attends school regularly to reap the benefits.  There is more  
information in this newsletter on how to access support should you 
need it. 
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