
. 
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We are now almost at the beginning of the final half term of this school year - it is 
flying by! Yr11 have now completed half of their GCSEs and to reward their effort 
so far, this afternoon we put on a party for the year group rather than attending 
traditional lessons. Pupils have been able to take part in karaoke, enjoy an 
inflatable assault course, football, basketball and ice creams whilst enjoying the 
sunshine today. It is a well deserved treat for these pupils, some of whom have 
been coming into school at 7am to begin revision with their teachers. Our highest 
attending year group today were also rewarded with an early chippy lunch and ice 
pops.
The weather next week is looking glorious which makes a welcome change for a 
half term holiday. I wish you all a restful holiday and we will see all pupils again 
when school reopens on Monday 1st June. If you haven't done so already, please 
take the time to look at the new Government policy on mobile phones in schools 
(page 12 of this newsletter) which is now in place.  



 

LITERACY CHALLENGE

     @dtrosebridge

Book of the Week : Nelson, Hero of the Seas

COLLEAGUE OF THE WEEK 

This week’s book is about a heroic figure from history! Instead of just 
presenting the fact, however, the writer makes the career of Admiral 
Nelson into a rip roaring adventure tale, so that you can really 
imagine what it would be like to be on the deck of HMS Victory, in 
the height of battle! The book is ‘Nelson, Hero of the Seas’ by 
Dominic Sandbrook. 

‘The world is at war, and oceans have become battlefields. Napoleon 
Bonaparte, tyrant of France, has crushed one country after another. 
Now his cruel eyes are fixed on Britain.
Only one man can stop him – Horatio Nelson.

Young Horatio Nelson went to sea when he was just twelve, but he has 
never shown a trace of fear. His friends are amazed that somebody so 
small and slight can be so brave. But now he faces the greatest test of 
all.
From the snows of the North to the shores of Egypt, Nelson must lead 
the fightback against the French war machine. But as Britain’s survival 
hangs by a thread, what price will he pay to save his country?

The Adventures in Time series brings the past alive for twenty-first 
century children. These stories are every bit as exciting as those of 
Harry Potter or Matilda Wormwood. The only difference is they actually 
happened...

Mr Foster 
For the progress you are making in your role as an 

unqualified teacher.

 ‘I Have a Dream’ is a new competition launched by Young 
Writers. The competition requires pupils to create a poem 
focused on individual hopes and ambitions to dream worlds 
or darkest fears. We have already been handed a number 
of poem that are both creative and engaging. If you would 
like to submit your poem over the holidays, please upload 
your work to your English Google classroom.



Has been fantastic to see you demonstrate your determination and discipline this half 
term. It has been a pleasure to see you grow in confidence and you always bring a very 
positive attitude to your learning. Keep up the fantastic work!

HEAD OF YEAR AWARDS 

YEAR 7 - Taleen A

 for his amazing consistency when it comes to attendance, his positive attitude to learning which has 
earned him subject awards and points for being star of the lesson, and his sport enrichment which he 
attends regularly. Remi, you are kind, helpful, hardworking and I am so proud to have you in my year 
group! Keep it up!     

                                                                                                      Mrs Rennox, Head of Year 8

   

                        
         
                           

Destiny works hard everyday, this is evident with how many positive points she has 
received this year so far. Well done and it up 

 Mr Shepherd, Head of Year 9

                                                                                          
Matthew works hard and wants to do well, taking on every challenge without making a 
fuss.  He also has brilliant attendance and punctuality.  Matthew is a great example of 
how determination and hard work will lead to success.  

 Miss Green,  Head of Year 10

@DEANTRUSTROSE TWITTER

YEAR 8 - Remi G

YEAR 9  - Destiny H

YEAR 10 - Matthew A
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You have all been fantastic this week. Really focused and positive attitudes towards 
your exams. You have made me so proud. Have a wonderful restful half term ready to 
smash your last few weeks of year 11. 

                                                      
           Miss Lane, Head of Year 11

YEAR 11  Year 11

 
 Mr Barber, Head of Year 7 



Faculty of the week: English

YEAR 7

Year 7 Rhetoric: To begin Term 3, pupils have been introduced to the power of persuasive 
language through Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar, focusing on how speech can both influence and 
inspire others. Pupils in Year 7 have explored key rhetorical techniques by reading and 
performing the play, alongside famous speech from history and literature. The aim of this unit is 
to help pupils enjoy Shakespeare while building skills in writing and delivering powerful, 
persuasive arguments.

Year 8 Comedy: In Term 3, Year 8 pupils focus on what defines comedy. They have discovered 
that comedy often follows a chaos-to-order structure and explored key conventions, such as 
stock characters, wordplay and satire, while recognising that comedy can also include serious 
or tragic elements. The unit centres on Shakespeare’s ‘Much Ado About Nothing;, where pupils 
explore the drama as a performance. Alongside comedy, pupils explore key themes such as 
masculinity, gender and love, and further enhance their creative and analytical writing skills.

YEAR 8



Faculty of the week: English

YEAR 9

Year 9 Dystopian Society: In their final topic, Year 9 pupils have moved on to the darker, 
imagined world of dystopia, where they are progressing with Lois Lowry’s novel, ‘The Giver’. 
Pupils will enhance their knowledge of the genre, while developing their ability to both compare 
and infer. In addition, pupils will build on their understanding of narrative theory through exploring 
different narrative structures and more complex narrative voices in order to appreciate how 
professional writers in the modernist era break away from traditional modes of expression.

YEAR 10

Year 10 Literature: Year 10 pupils have started their study of Shakespeare’s tragedy, ‘Macbeth’. 
Pupils are currently working through the text, whilst analysing Shakespeare’s use of methods and 
exploring the context in which the text was written. As ‘Macbeth’ is a play, our pupils have the 
opportunity to perform the different roles, gaining a true understanding of the plot. 
Year 10 Language: Year 10 have now moved on to their final section of their English Language 
GCSE, which is non-fiction writing, Pupils will explore how to write in numerous styles and tones 
to present their argument, and both persuade and entertain their audiences.



Faculty of the week: English

YEAR 11

With the exam season in full swing, our Year 11 pupils have been busy preparing for their GCSEs 
in both English Literature and English Language. They have now completed all of their English 
Literature papers and their English Language Paper 1. They just have one paper left for English, 
which is English Language Paper 2. 

The Year 11 pupils have been absolutely exceptional in both their conduct and dedication to 
receive the best possible results. They have engaged in countless booster sessions, 
interventions and revision activities, and we couldn’t be prouder of them. Well done Year 11 - you 
are handling the pressure brilliantly!  

Language Paper 2

English Language Paper 2 (Date / Time): 
Friday 5th June 2026 / 9:00

Boosters:
● Thursday 4th June Period 5 and 6
● Friday 5th June / 8:20

Make sure that you are on time for these 
boosters. The English staff will be  available 
from 8:00 in the morning for any last minute 
concerns or questions!

How should I revise for English Language 
Paper 2?

● Practice papers - your teachers have 
provided you will multiple papers for 
you to complete over the half term. Use 
the help sheets and mock feedback to 
focus on your individual 
misconceptions. Complete the 
questions in timed conditions! 

● Youtube: Mr Bruff
● Write a number of Q5 responses on key 

issues across society using the 
structure - ‘paint a picture’, x3 
‘Because…’, x1 ‘But…’, x1 ‘So…’

● Read non-fiction literature and identify 
the perspectives of the writer. 



Faculty of the week: English

Better Reading

Our Peer reading programme is now in 
full swing and has been really popular. 
Three times per week our Reading 
Mentors from Year 10 come down to the 
Library to read with some of our 
younger pupils in order to help them 
progress their reading. Y10 pupils have 
embraced this responsibility: listening to 
pupils read, helping them with 
unfamiliar vocabulary, questioning them 
to check their understanding and 
monitoring their progress in their 
reading booklets.

It’s lovely to see how the young ones enjoy 
having a ‘buddy’ from Y10 taking an interest 
in them and they have all been working 
really hard to reach their goals.

Star Writers

Miss Higham’s ‘Star Writers’ have been extremely busy 
constructing creative literature after school every Thursday, 
Their submissions have been so impressive that we have 
entered them to a national competition, where their work will 
feature in the Young Writers collection of short stories. This 
is now the second time that our pupils have been published 
in a national anthology and we can’t wait for everyone to 
read their work! Well done to all those involved! 
Location: EN2
Time: Thursday 3:10pm



🏉 U14 Pantheresses Shine at the Rhinos Challenge Weekend

The U14 Pantheresses took part in the Rhinos 
Challenge in Skegness this weekend and were 
fantastic throughout, finishing 3rd out of 15 
teams. A big well done to the whole squad, with 
a special mention to Lacie C and Elvie H, who 
represent our school.

We’re also incredibly proud that Lacie C won 
the Magic Moment Award, selected from 225 
girls in her category — an outstanding 
achievement.

Well done to all the girls for their hard work, 
teamwork and brilliant sportsmanship, and 
thank you to Jade, Team Manager, for sharing 
the update and photos.

Celebrating Indie’s Rugby Achievement

A huge congratulations to Indie S (Year 10), who has been selected to represent 
the North West Under‑15 England Talent Hub for Rugby in 2026. We are 
incredibly proud of her achievement and can’t wait to follow her progress in the 
months ahead. Well done, Indie — what an outstanding achievement.



Taste of Turkey – 11th June

On Tuesday 11th June, our canteen will be 
serving up a Taste of Turkey, bringing the vibrant 
flavours of Turkish cuisine straight to lunchtime. 
Pupils and staff can look forward to a delicious 
themed menu inspired by traditional dishes, 
spices and street‑food favourites.

From hearty mains to tasty sides and sweet 
treats, there’ll be something for everyone to enjoy. 
It’s a great chance to try something new, explore 
a different culture through food, and enjoy a 
special themed dining experience with friends.

Make sure you head to the canteen and join us 
for this one‑day event — a flavourful trip to 
Turkey without leaving school.

Congratulations to Albert – Our New MUFC Ball Assistant

Albert has been lucky enough to win the ball 
assistant for 2026/27. 

The criteria for the role was a letter of 
application had to be written to say why they 
should be considered for the position. 

Many pupils applied and the standards were  
very high. Thank you to everyone who took 
the time to apply and it didn't go unnoticed. 

Alert will now represent the school at 
Manchester United home games for the 
season of 2026/27. 



Achieve and Succeed

22 books seen last Friday

Pupil Voice this week 

Our pupils have shared thoughtful and honest feedback during this 
week’s Pupil Voice sessions. Here are some of the standout 
comments that reflect what they’re enjoying and what’s working well in 
school:

Year 10 - 11
Year 7 - 7 Year 11 - 3

Spanish
English

Science

School is a 
safe place 
where we 
can always 
ask for help 
if we need 
it. 

My teachers 
challenge me 
in lessons by 
using CMQs 
which are in 
our books in 
red so they 
stand out. 

If we struggle in 
lessons our 
teachers will 
either come 
and support us 
or stop the 
class and 
re-explain what 
we don’t get. 

It is really helpful 
when our 
teachers come 
and mark our 
books in lesson 
this helps us 
know if we are 
on the right 
lines. 



Updated DfE Guidance: Mobile Phones in Schools

Mobile Phones in school - Updated Department for Education statutory guidance.

DFE guidance states that all schools in England should be mobile phone-free 
environments, throughout the school day, including break times, lunchtimes, and 
in-between lessons, to reduce disruption, bullying, and improve focus. This 
includes similar smart technology such as smartwatches.

From April 2026 Ofsted inspectors will explicitly check a school’s mobile phone 

policy, how well it is understood, and its consistency in application during 

inspections.

The good news is at DTRB we already have in place a zero tolerance policy on the 

use of mobile phones and smartwatches in school. School will continue to operate 

the same policy moving forward. Pupils are very respectful of this policy and it is 

extremely rare they fall short of it.  Thank you to all the parents and carers who 

support this.

Please remind your child of our procedures:

○ Phones to be handed in at the start of the day in Rosebucks.
○ Phones can be switched off and stored in a locker if a pupil has one.
○ If a member of staff is notified a pupil has a mobile phone,  it will be 

confiscated and only returned to a parent or carer.
○ If required, reasonable adjustments will be made for pupils with Special 

Educational Needs (SEN), disabilities, or specific medical needs (e.g., 
managing conditions like diabetes) - if this is the case there will be 
clear expectations outlined in their Health Care Plan.

Many thanks for your continued support. 
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Attendance 

Friday rewards: 

All pupils with a 100% 
attendance and top 

positive points will be 
entered into the weekly 

prize draw.

Top Attending forms this week

9JOP - 99%

11DAM - 97.5%11SIJ -98.3%



Lost Learning



Attendance Matters

All pupils should strive to achieve 100% attendance every year but 
we understand that on occasions a child can become ill.  Nationally if 
a child is ill it typically equates to a few days off school during the 
academic year.  If your child takes more time off than the norm it will 
affect their progress academically and they will miss out on key 
opportunities to develop them pastorally.  Pupils that achieve well 
and succeed in school have good attendance. There is a direct 
correlation.  If your child's attendance is above 95% it is good, 
anything below that is a concern. The table below will help you to 
understand attendance percentages and how that correlates to the 
number of days off in a school year. Please make sure your child 
attends school regularly to reap the benefits.  There is more  
information in this newsletter on how to access support should you 
need it. 
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Attendance matters

Please can we remind all parents that reply slips giving consent for children to 
attend the trips should be brought into school as soon as possible and final 
payments made.

Please can parents be aware that medical appointments should, wherever physically possible, 
not take place during school hours. They should be arranged for before or after school. The 

attendance office should be notified via phone when this is not possible. 

It is also essential that parents of absent pupils should call school to notify us of reasons 
before 9am. After this time, communications regarding absence will primarily go home via 

email. Parents who have downloaded the MCAS app, will also get a notification there. If you 
think you need to update your details to accommodate this, please get in touch.

As always, excellent attendance at school is the only sure-fire way to guarantee excellent 
success for our pupils.

A huge thank you and well done to all students with 100% attendance this week. 
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Follow us on social media

Stay Connected with Dean 
Trust Rose Bridge!

Want to keep up with the 
latest news and events? 

Scan the QR code to visit our 
Instagram page, or follow us 

on Facebook: 
@deantrustrosebridge



A reminder that Mrs Cundle has now taken over the role of 
Designated Safeguarding Lead at school.

Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mrs Cundle
Deputy Headteacher

Deputy  Safeguarding Leads

Ms. Raughter
Pastoral and Mental Health Lead

Mr Cunningham
Assistant Headteacher

Mr Finnegan 
Assistant Headteacher

Mr Worrall-Noonan
Pastoral Support 

Manager

Mrs Seddon
Pastoral Support 

Manager

Mrs Evans
Pastoral Support 

Manager 

      Miss Hill 
Pastoral Support 

Manager 

Miss McCulloch 
Pastoral Support 

Manager

Mrs Coulton
Inclusion 
Manager

Miss Taziker
Education 
Welfare 
Officer

Miss 
Kirkpatrick

Inclusion LSA

Child Protection Officers

If you have any concerns, please see a 
member of staff or e-mail 
office@deantrustrosebridge.co.uk



Some subjects set homework using Google Classroom, teachers also use Google Classroom to 
upload their lesson resources. . To log into Google Classroom. 

Go to www.google.com 

Press the “sign in” button in the top right hand corner.
Enter in your school email address

Year 7 and 8 - schoolusername@TDT.school
Years 9,10 and 11 - schoolusername@thedeantrustmoodle.org

You will need to enter your password you have set in school. 

You can then press the 9 little dots once you have
signed in and press Google Classroom.

Once logged in you will be able to see all your classes and then
access any classwork and homework. 

For any questions regarding homework please contact Mr Burrows (Assistant Headteacher)

Homework and Planners 
Following on from the letter that has been sent home, 
all homework will be set in class and pupils will record 
this in their planner. 

Homework could consist of:
● Online quizzes
● Retrieval questions
● Worksheets
● Online worksheets
● Careers research activities 

Any paper based homework will be on yellow paper to 
stand out.

Homework is an essential part of your child's learning 
journey as this allows them to consolidate the learning 
they undertake in school and it has been proven that 
pupils who engage in regular homework make a 
further 5 months’ worth of academic progress 
compared to those who don’t. 

As a school we ask as parents and carers you check 
and sign your child's planner weekly to support their 
homework completion. Form tutors will also check 
planners on a weekly basis as part of our form time 
programme. 

@DEANTRUSTROSE      @dtrosebridge
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