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Music Intent  
The music curriculum is broad and balanced at both KS3 and KS4 in order to meet the needs of all 
pupils, particularly disadvantaged pupils. Curriculum intent documentation outlines the key skills and 
knowledge pupils’ will develop within each area of study, ensuring the curriculum is engaging, 
accessible, challenging and sequential. At KS4, pupils build on their prior learning, allowing mastery of 
techniques and skills in Music and a deeper understanding of the subject preparing them for post 16 
education or future careers. Pupils at KS3 access lessons on  Career opportunities are highlighted 
within our 100% books and classroom displays and opportunities are taken to discuss different skills 
and careers within lessons. 
 
In Music, pupils are offered the opportunities to learn a wide range of instruments (vocal skills, piano, 
ukulele, guitar, and drums) exploring different genres. Music is approached practically and the 
students thrive on this delivery. In Music, pupils are consistently assessed in performing, composing 
and appraisal skills which prepares them for the BTEC qualification at KS4. Pupil tracking is 
embedded across all aspects of music. At KS3, each unit is assessed against the assessment criteria 
which has been written collaboratively by the trust and an average grade is formulated prior to each 
data capture. 
 
Year 7  
At the start of year 7 pupils will develop an understanding of Rhythm through performing, composing 
and appraising. As well as providing the pupils with the opportunity to develop rhythmic skills 
developed in Primary school, it serves to support transition to Y7 ensuring group work skills and 
classroom routines are developed. Building upon rhythm, vocal, independent practice and ensemble 
skillsPupils will now put their rhythmic skills into instrumental context by learning about the Great 
Composers. They will demonstrate their ability to read melodic shape and apply simple time rhythmic 
knowledge within the context of a melody, whilst beginning to develop keyboard skills. Whilst being 
introduced to Music Technology, pupils will continue to learn about textures and musical structures 
through the use of Bandlab, whilst also being introduced to modern approaches to making music with 
sampling and looping. Later, through Creating Contrast pupils will learn how to apply the elements of 
music and compose their own piece with different sections which will demonstrate their ability to apply 
the elements of music in different ways. In Ensemble performance, pupils combine skills learnt 
through the year in a mixed ensemble that utilises all of these skills. The challenge here is pupils 
maintaining their part within the context of a mixed ensemble performance.   
 
Year 8   
Year 8 pupils start with Rhythmic development which will develop their ability to perform rhythms as 
well as their ability to extend and develop them. Pupils will also learn about the different forms of 
texture in Music as well as reading the percussive stave. In the Great Composers, pupils will explore 
the Classical era and learn about the instruments of the orchestra. Keyboard skills will be developed 
with more advanced melodies and an introduction to the Bass clef. In Blues music performance, 
pupils will develop ensemble skills from Year 7 whilst learning about chord structures, improvisation 
and how a band is put together. Pupils will understand the historical context and significance of Blues 
music. In Blues Music Composition, pupils will use their understanding of Blues music and develop 
their own composition based on the 12 bar blues and chord progression. They will also use these 
skills to help write their own improvisation section within their composition. In Ensemble 
performance, pupils will learn new key signatures and have the opportunity to perform on a variety of 
instruments within an ensemble. 
 
 
 



Year 9  
At the start of Year 9, pupils will learn about the historical and cultural context of Samba music, whilst 
building on their rhythmical knowledge from Year 8 through ensemble performances. In Great 
Composers, they will learn about the Romantic era and the Symphony orchestra whilst developing 
keyboard skills with increasingly challenging notation. Pupils will explore how Film Music is created 
through Performance, focusing on orchestration, leitmotifs and diegetic sounds. Pupils will build on 
their knowledge of Film Music through composition, pupils will develop their ability to compose to a 
brief as well as their ability to compose for an emotion. Pupils will develop their use of musical devices 
with the use of music technology. In small groups, pupils will develop their ensemble and rehearsal 
skills in Ensemble performance whilst further developing instrumental skills. 
 
 
At KS4 we currently offer BTEC Music which benefits our pupils as the modular nature of the 
qualification allows our pupils to build on prior skills and knowledge throughout each unit taking a 
practical approach to assessment.   
 
BTEC Tech Award in Music    
BTEC Performing Arts is a vocational qualification which exposes pupils to the music industry, giving 
contextual knowledge and practical skills in a range of musical styles. Pupils will be introduced to a 
wide range of skills across the music industries, including performance, engineering, production and 
the development of musical ideas. Learners will receive a general introduction to the Music industry, 
crammed with opportunities to learn and try out new skills, techniques, and styles of music. The 
focus is on their own development within the music, which is done through practical projects and 
reflective tasks.  Through this course, learners will gain sector-specific applied knowledge and skills 
through vocational contexts by studying professionals’ work and processes used, the skills and 
techniques used in a variety of styles, and how to prepare for a live performance. Learners will 
develop transferable and employability skills such as responding to a brief, self-development, 
planning, time management and communication. 
The course is divided into 3 components: 
 
Component 1: Exploring Music Products and Styles 
Pupils will explore the techniques used in the creation of different musical products and investigate 
the key features of different musical styles. Pupils will develop their ability to use musical elements 
and technology in the creation, production and performance of music.  
 
Component 2: Music Skill Development  
Pupils will have the opportunity to develop two musical disciplines through engagement in practical 
tasks, while documenting their progress and planning for further improvement. This component is 
completed through performance, music technology and composition skills in accordance with a brief.  
 
Component 3: 
Responding to a brief 
Pupils will be given the opportunity to develop and present music in response to a given music brief. 
This allows pupils the chance to choose if they would prefer music technology or performance for 
their final product.  
 
 
 



Schemes are adapted and differentiated for pupils’ needs: more challenge for pupils that require it 
and scaffolding for pupils who struggle, this ensures that all pupils are given the same opportunities 
to make progress. Staff within music have attended internal CPD opportunities to help them develop 
new strategies and embed into their teaching practice further. Resilience is a key skill that pupils 
need to achieve in music and we encourage a lot of independent and team activities to develop this 
skill. ‘Challenge Me’ questions are used to encourage pupils to be resilient, independent learners, 
and usually link to specific coursework tasks at distinction level. For less able, SEND and EAL pupils, 
extra support is implemented to help pupils make progress such as: writing frames, sentence 
starters, spider diagrams, success criteria and exemplary work.  
 
Extra-curricular music and tuition 
At Rose Bridge, there are numerous opportunities to expand on musical knowledge and practical 
development. For KS4 we off free tuition for any pupil taking music at a BTEC, this gives pupil an 
opportunity to experience professional and highly trained music tutors from within the Wigan Music 
Council, which also interlocks with the Wigan Youth Jazz Orchestra Organisation, creating 
opportunities for pupils to perform to larger audiences through reading musical notation. Our 
instrument tuition consists of; vocals, bass guitar, electric guitar, acoustic guitar and drumming. 
Across all of KS3 and KS4, there are choir rehearsals for all pupils who want to learn to sing and build 
confidence whilst doing so. Outside of lesson time, pupils have the opportunity to try alternative 
rehearsal spaces, including the soundproof practice room and the in classroom studio, supporting 
pupils with music technology and instrumental recordings. There are extra-curricular activities for all 
years on a regular basis, allowing pupils to work independently or as an ensemble, with consistent 
support. 
 
Musical events and Performances 
The musical experiences offered, support every pupils social communication and interaction, 
whether a performer, an audience member or if there are commuting trips out. As part of the 
musical event, pupils perform at least once a term due to the exciting events put on throughout the 
school's academic year. This will include; assemblies and award evenings for parents and students, 
talent competitions for primary school students and teachers, Jamboree day for all staff and students 
within the school, which is the biggest event of the year and other special occasions. All 
performances taken place at the school are free to watch. Other musical experiences given are trips 
out school to see musical performances and plays, and for KS4, the ultimate British musical 
experience in Liverpool, sharing in the history of music. 
 
Musical events and Performances 
Rose Bridge is consistently improving the music department through the support of other schools 
within the Dean Trust to help create greater musical opportunities for the pupils. For extra musical 
tuition or opportunities around reading music notation, the Wigan Music Service is a great place to 
start and ensure pupils are on a strong career path within the music industry 
(https://www.wigan.gov.uk/Resident/Education/Wigan-Music-Service/index.aspx). For more 
information, The Department for Education publishes a guide for parents and young people on how 
pupils can get involved in music in and out of school. 

 

 
 
 
 

https://www.wigan.gov.uk/Resident/Education/Wigan-Music-Service/index.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/music-education-information-for-parents-and-young-people

